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Monday, may 10, 1852.

3a®u THE SIXTH MONTH OF THE SESSION.
I *jirpi«i'i i :iX .bfafc^rfrarexnir I : At #4t bin iPWH
oiAwyt we iWe almost hatf-w*y intWixth mwtb

of the MMWn of Congress, and yab;n® more decisive I
progress has b«,n nude iff thfc< proper' bttteesS of
bofch- Houses

the ory
^pp^itigBjjin Stowey'tq *4jq«ji for rift,
days to diow of the adaptation oftie Legi&rtivo
Cbambertothe; Mtrimer heat^ before'the! mam bu-

V)Tlr*7" ¦<:¦ 1 - . T .WfTT'Wthg ite.itaj>jp4,F%".
Ve»j&i; iv decision "uj>W it- ui} IU las. deiilpdt lia b

': Tile Houtffl or Representatives began the last
week with an evident determination fo eater vigdr-
ously upon the discharge of its legitimate duties,

./"viJ <t,.* j^u-''L.-a11.i.Oa that- day mo^'^an forty Seriate' Bills and al¬
most an equal number of Executive Commucacations,
which have slept, some. of them for we^ks and
months, oa the Speaker's and Clerks tables, were

takenup and p*dperty'reftrre4ran advahe^'te'the
real business of the session, which has not been ac¬

complished within the whole of the preceding part
of it. ,f By that.siugle day's,work the House eptitled
itself to the reepeqfcof jdlfriendaof aider and good;
government, and to the thanks of ail those, far and
near, whose interests, hopes, and apprehensions are
involved in those numerous and important Bills and
Departmental reports ; not to speak of the interests
of the great Public staked in the capacity of the
National Legislature to discharge, at due. times, the
funotioas and duties which the Constitution has con¬
fided to it. '.«'!' ¦,l' to** (

Tins most commendable industry on the part of jthe House was not, however, as the reader will have jlearnt from the reports of .its proceedings, sustained
through the residueof the week. Much of its time was
again occupied with the trite and stale subjeoi,of the
Public Printing, exhumed from the vaults of the
Capitol for re-examination; a process which was finally
postponed, on Friday, until gext' Vcdncsday ; W»T
thereupon the House took another day's holyday by
adjourning over to Menday«: tfl

With some oonfidenoe in cm judgment, founded
upon a pretty thorough knowledge of the art and
mystery of Printing, and a practical connexion dur-
ing a considerable period of time with the Congress
work.with an acquaintance, besides, with all the
wious experiments upon ittfoc the last fortyyears.
we ere almost tempted to offer to the two Houses
our adrke upon the subject, m tho form of a dis¬
tinct proposition; >nd;to demand confidence in our

sincerity by stipulating, for this Establishment,
never to seek any participation in the work, or its
advantages or emoluments. Rut, upon due con¬

sideration, wc believe we shall reserve our mkipti,
on the subjeot until the next session of Congress.

Even the Senate, acted upon perhaps by the
force of example, after a second or third week's de¬
bate on a single item in the " deficiency bill," upon
wldoh all the Senators seemed, a week ago, to hare
been ready to rote, al<*o adjourned over from Fri-
day to Monday, leaving the bill and tj>e everlasting
question still on the table.

Happy to-give credit Where 'ft is due, we cannot J
refrain "from notfeing a proceeding of the. Senate,
4uring the last week, restoring to that body the
ffeedom of action which one of its.standing "Rules
afld Oder?" abridged and cramped < We refer to
the change in the stritogent rata of the two Houses
so 9S tiy make:it in <5tderM ttev* at fcny time a was-

pd'tlslon of the Rules which forlrid any bill that has
{Kissed on« House being sent foe concurrence to the
other within the three last days of any Sossiou, and
which forbid also any hill or resolution from being
printed'to the Presirknt for bis approbation on the
lfest dajt of a Session f tod directing that any such
motion, when made, shall be immediately consider¬
ed, and decided without debate, for the suggesv
tion of a movement which has resulted in so sonai-
hie and to important an amendment to the u Rules" i

w^ioh efctriwt rather than &oilitat» th« business at

ingress, the country is indebted to Mr. Kenfltor
lUtinifc.; .;l",J 7em o1 1,1 s^' J1**]WJS >l. . !.i,ii»iHiiii ,1 MiU lai.iin .a rjLLtw

tfid.a MR. WBBSTKR. !MI lr. h. J

A telegraph despatch was i^eeJted her® on Sa¬
turday, stating that Mr. WtnsTttt was thrown from
his < arriagc. near Marslificld, oh Saturday morning,
au<i was no stunned by the vioknoo the fall
to be for a short time . insensible.. He soon re-

Tired,? however, and did not appeax to have sns-
tsined any seriotes injury:- nir ..

1

The Norfolk Beacon sayB that the United-States
steamer Sarnnnc will shortly sail from Pgnsacola
fnr Mcarayna mtd Coita conveying an agent
for oar Government, and the JBritish Consul Gene¬
ral; having for their object the adjustment of our
di&Wntltte*, so far «s the United States and Great
Britain are concerned, and with every prospect of
the most favorable .rosuUfjB^p^

,CoL WIU.IAM Jt. Jouettv, of tbe tr. S. Army,died «t the; Gait House, tn Louisville, Ky.^ on the
id instant, where arrived only a day oj two pre-viously. He entered tlie army as a Second Lieu-
tenant ii| 1,|]T|l
'the Telegraph repmis that OfcyemoI'MiU!*#, of

Sotfth Clrohnrt, has appointed Hoji. iT. P TtlrirARrv.
sticecstaor to m. in the UMfefl etateii
I' U> ItltfW O.) M, f tj fI¦.n |_o n.| .* Tf .

AfmSjerfly of the Devtoratie «omimUee of th« teeond
GoogrefcMlrmUl dUtcict of Vermont khiwe called another
Convention at Bolldws Fftljs, io choose a daleiAtc to Bab
flnrk ; tal flrtt CofirfVnttftto hating HftogSn* Mr. Thnthai,
a free-aoiler, who hai not acted with the Democratic party
fince 1849.

ai TRAVEL IN the OLD WORLD* !|?j
Written for the National Inttlffyalttr

of Washington. -
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yy , ^LETTERS FROM JERDSALEM.' r

| las vk>: tii Uixl A< eac'bffl/rS^V®111' Jw
la iuy last J gave you-a hasty description of theCed&rsof

Lebanon. Before we left that celebrated grove w& did
as travellers usually do, provided guuelv.es with, a good
supply of relics. At first we were iQaU^e tp tQucb a singletwig of i^ose baci^I old trees, wbitfh "bad braved the tpm-
pests for centuries; but our |ujdejB told U# ibat thou¬
sands of native pilgrims come.f^m. all purts of the coun¬
try every year, and carry away whole loads of Beeds and
benches, without the least compunctions of conscience ;
in fast that the pri^ng did th«n> good. With such a pre¬
cede/4, pa«le more certain by the aid of a littl* paekthith,
we flowed the eiample of othor pilgrim?, <44 go\.thf-
Arabs tp, c^t u* iome walking sticks, and knock down
somebup#, both of w^ich 1 hope you *riU see flouri^ing

.SK»* &&P38 fc. th® auimtt o* Mount Wiai^p,jiHHHHHl» p**rly jwo hpura pf.very labofwjw climbing.
kdHmmw'WisifWHPBwrXDwkows jere pretty tired; down* »»"*
ourselves rather the wfi^ of the wear, liaviag walked
mjpqt of the way from Ahedgn, 3&eoltfttode of thia part
ofjh? njouiitaw ve^ea^mate4 ,to be about ei* thou^nd
feef.

*

Aa^qt "|iere wf^J»p w»ow yisible:pp any,part of, it.
The air wae Bha*p and clear, b«t ^oi .impleasantly cold.
'Tired as we w«w, after our hard day's journey, we cpuld
apt but stop a "while to eiyoy the view. It was really one

of those eplepdid sights which even a traveller, whose life
is spent ajnong the beauties of nature, is privileged to en¬

joy but once or twice in $e. course of existence, j On the
oh,e hand the valley of Aheden, through whveh weJuad
been a^oandin^tjpr newly two days, stretched d^wn till it
appeared to mingle with the mists of the ocean at-the
shores of Tripoli ; on the other the magnificent plain of
Bukaa, bounded in the distance by, the mountai^of Anti-
Lebanon, at the base of which, sparkling in the rays of
the setting, sun, were distinctly visible the minaret of the
mosque and the ruins of Baalbek; while far down in the,
valley of Bukan, to the right as we faced the plain,
gleamad the bright waters pt the Litany, and across the
deep gorges at our feet were cast the shadows of the lofty
peaks of Lebanon.fkJ vast and impressive scene, within
a single sweep of the eye, sterile, waste, anddesolate, but
sublime in its weird« simplicity. It brought to mind, with
the vividness of reality, those grand pictures of primeval
scenery drawn in the sacred writings ; and the lapse Of
ages seemed now but the lapse of yeal*,passed in a dream.
It was like returning after an absenceto some long known
haunt Of youth; for the words of the sacred book, the
first impressed upon the memory, wore here a sublime
reality, ae zjtout.W tsas^H rjd ab**r asodi ac>

.As we-desconded towards the plain of Bukaa, driving our
hones before us, the self-willed eld ohwger, which, with
my usual luck, £ell to my lot, took a notion not to be
driven down, so be walked up on all possible occasions.
In vain I hurled missiles |t his head; in vain I begged
him not to be foolish; in rain I tried to make him under¬
stand that he .was only doublingthe diataaoe» as he .would
eventually be compelledtcr turn bsok again! itirss all to no
pttxpoae. Up again to the top of Mount Lebanon be weuld
go,' after the most persevering resistance, half way down;
and at last ba ran away full speed.oVer toeka-tbat seemed
qtoite inaccessible. I bad langeuapeoiel the herse of*
sentimental turn of mind, and was now convinced thai he

only wanted to enjoy another view of the sunset; but it
was too late, the sun had disappeared and it was fastget¬
ting dark. So I darted after him, and. the cbaae became
quite exciting. Never-skipped, a goat with more agility
than that slab-sided old horse. It was fully half an hour
before I could catch him, and. It was then so dark that I
found myself loat. Neither muleteers nor guide* ware to
be seen. I shouted till 1 could about no longer, but there
was no answer. At last, after tumbling} sliding, and
jumping down precipices, till it seemedas if I had reached
the slapingrotf place of the world, I heard the voices of:
my friends below. It was evident we must spend tliaaight i
here, for Baalbek was still.six hours distant. The guides
and muleteers were nowhere to be seen, and we consoled
ourselves with the notion that they bad run off with our

baggage. After wandering about in the dark fit soma
time we came to the rains of a village, without a living
soul about iX. In the hoJIow a little below the ruins we
encamped for the night, oar missing Arabs having at

lengthmade their appearance. There is a oavehere, said
to have been not mote than a few years siaee the abode
of* large band of those mountain robbers who infeet the
country. Of inte, however, they have not found their
business profitable, and they only eommit occasional de¬
predations.: Our dragoman said be oeuld put to flightany
gang efrobbers ia Syria single-handed, such wae the.ter¬
ror in whioh he whs held. Ha oertainly carried pistols
and knives enough about his person to kill a good many;
but it was not at aU dangerous to he shot at by Vusuf, for
I saw him sheota good many times and never know him to
bit any thing. The cave Was a very nice place for robbers,
pleasantly situated, with large treee in front, and a fin*-
spring of water within a hundred yards< At present it is,
a place ef resort for goats and benighted travellers. We
lit a fire near the entrance* erected our tent under soma
fine old chesnut trees, and slept soundly all night in spite
of the odd, whioh was vei^ keen. Next morning there
was snow visible on the tope of the mountains
Vusuf having threatened to whip aU the Arabs agem,

(for he.had already whippedthem two or three times,) got
tbnta to work at an early hour, and, by the A>ree of much
talk and desperate flourishing of *he atiok, they were

all ready -with their mules as soon as we had finished
breakfast. Pa siting on rapidly for Baalbek,,we Were se<ta
made sensible ofthe deceptive nature of distances from a

very higll point flf view. Oa the preoedlag evening from
the summit of Monnt Lebanon the plaia of Bukaa, reaoh-
ing-te the ruins of Baalbek, appeared to commence at the
place of our encampment, and to contiaue with aa almost
unbroken sarfece to the base of the Aati-Lebanon range:
but now it seemed as if we were scarcely more than half
way down. The road from* the ruined village Is through
a very rooky and broken region, studded over with patches
of scrub-oak btoshes, ami altogether uncultivated. Thf
only ligas of habitation we pawwere a few miserable huts
rudely built of loose stones, the back ptrt being against a

hiH.or mound of earth, ahd the frobt barely high enough
to admit of a deonrag..' These wretched hovel? are in¬
habited 1>y a swarthy and half-harage raoOof Arabs, who
live on the flesh and milk of geata, many flocks of which
we sow browsing among the rocks. In fhet goats, sheep,
doge. men. womtn, and children seem to live together,
upon term? of perfect equality. They were the most un-

civiHtrd people we had yet seen, and we had teen a good
many oa the road from Tripoli. ,

fel was evident that but few traveller* in our style of
costume had been in the habit of passing, from the ap-
parent astoaishment whioh our appearance oreated. Some
women at ane of the huta laughed so immoderately that
we were induced te ask them, through our drtgoman,
what was the occasion of their mirth, Why, said they,
we never saw people before with saueepan* on their heads
fbr tarbans. Bo the Christians all wear saocepans ? The
shape of our trousers also Afforded muah merriment
" Dbaft you burst when yon eit doWh ?" they asked, "gnd
this:sally of Hit was SO irresistible that we oould hear
their shouts ot laughter long eftst we passedt Poliowing
fof eereml hours down th^ course of a small streami we

(at length reached in good earnest the plain of Bnkaa.
This magnificent valley Btr«Ukea oa tt? left, u w«

Baalbek, as far as we oould ae«; on the right it seemed
to merge Into at sea of bright water studded-with islands,
the reflection of wjiich appeared in its eurface as dis¬
tinctly as if it was ip realty a sea or lake, reminding we
forcibly of the Salinas plains, in California. In fact
tberfe was much in the general character of this part of
Syria to bring up reminiscences of California. The two*
great raises of mountains, Lebanon and Anti-Lebanon,

the genial sky and bracing atmosphere; the long lines of
mules, with their packs', winding over the distant hill¬
sides ; tlie trails diverging in all directions; the parched
ai$ st^ni .ctaroc^er of the scenery, Were not unlike an.
autumn viewin the Valley of San Jgge or Sanjuan, and
still more like the Valley of Salinas. But here the re¬
semblance cea*ee. There iq nothing here to remind one
of the l&domltafcje energy, the life, vigor, and spirit of
prtfcresrso strikingly apparent In California. Whatever
the plain df Btikaa may have been in the days of the
splendor of Heliopolis, it is now a barren waste, dotted
over with ruined village*, and uM*wm&y
aspect. Portions ofitare still cultivated tt a rude man-
net; and Wert totd tt «WM' susceptible*/betngmade
to produce good wheat!. :It is "almost eftttrefy destitute of
wood and water, and the Tillages Stand eat nakedly in
tha.fcH Utarafc Eaamtnmm. Swin.-the distances
s*w a single column, sftlitaryjobject en the broad
waste, standing like aome> lonely sentinel to remind .the
trMsJlo^ tint, this land Was net always thus desolate.
Ihere is a tradition among the Ar&bs that thiacolumn
waa carriftd thitfyer- after .the destruction of Hfalhelf on

the, sheuli^r&ofo womanj who placed it where it now
stancci to. commemorate ^e deathjof her lover, who was

slain on the. spot JJ,er back n*ust have been strong, as

well as her love, for on a near inspection w$ found the
column to be nearly if not quite as high as Pobpey's
Pillar. Though or ancient material, so far as we could
judge, the blocks of stone had evidently been put together
in their present position at a more recent date. It Stands
on an immense pedestal, loosely built, and many of the
stones appear to have been thrown oat of place by some

convulsion of nature. The lower fclock fbrming the base
is broken nearly to ":th* ;iniddle, . the gap having thft
appearance of being purposely made tor destroy the
column by ft fall, it* Is miraetfloui hew It lifts so Ileng
resisted 4he'force of the winds, whioh fcometimes blowwith
great vtoleiaoe on Yhieplfcin. -a o .;*

In about an hour more we reached a miserable village,
in sight of the ruins of Bialbek, where we stopped to
lunoh. This was the worst specimen 3T* Syrian Tillage
we had yet seen' There tras a pond of green water close
by freto which the stench was Insufferable;- « to the
hnts, they were literally goat-houses, .filthy and poverty-
stricken to a degree that cannot bfecon&eived; rahny ef
them being mere holes cut in the mud-banks partially
walled up. The inhabitants corresponded well with tile
village, being a ragged, unWaahed, squalid set eT vaga¬
bond®, as lazy as Arabs can be, i*it, likeaU the Orientals,
of handsome features and picturesque and dignified in
their rags. Every man, with his turban and chibouk and
fine beard, was a living picture. Of the wwntn I cannot
say so much. They were coarse and ugly enough, and
so covered up in dirty rags that, the effect was more in
distance than proximity. The Sheik was a dignified old
man, who sat in front of his hovel-smoking with tjb" quiet
air of a l'asha or Sultan. And here, let me observe, that
1 have seldom seen an Aral or Turk of any rank above
the mere dregs of society who was not a mode^f good J
manners ; .never evincing any thing like awkwardness in j
thfe presence of ld» superior!, or self-sufficiency ovfcr his J

inferiors. The Sheiks of the villages dre^s quite as pTainty'
as the best of the ordinary classes, and can only be dis¬
tinguished by the deference shown them by the people
generally. In their administration of justice they seem

to be actuated by a desire to economise their power 6y
settling alUtiiffleuHies ithicably, and on the principles of
common sense. Lftw'-is here divested of its tautology, for
it is merely an accepted standard of right and wrong re-'

cognised by the mass of the community tradltlonal!y-*nd
the' Sheik who acts with undue severity, dr who Is govern¬
ed by inequitable or selfish motives, soon loses all power,
and his mandates are disregarded. Thasb village gov¬
ernments are In fact petty republics, though nominally1
founded and conducted on the principle of hereditatydee-
potiems. This has-referenee, however, only to their ua>
nicipal economy: they are all under the swayef the
Pashns who govern the large cities in virtue of the powers J

given them from the Sublime Porte Strictly at the
women were watched thiy could not restrain thtfr curf-i
osity, but crowded around us the moment tre entered the
village. Their sovereign lords now and then sharply te-

provtd them, and added three to. the reproof, when it wan,
too often disregarded, by a sharp slap cm the side of the
head. Aa usual our dragoman went to the best looking
hut, where he procured us a tolerably dean mat, and
spread it near the door on a sort of mud seat. Here we
were surrounded by all the idlers iu the village, jjtar,
manner of eating excited the post undisguised astonish'
meat, especially the use of. knives and forks, which frost
the chatur of tongues we imagined to be the subject of
much interesting speculation. Every mouthful was watch¬
ed from its ineipieat carving to the cutting upon the plate,
the trip on the fork to the mouth, its disappearance and
mastication there, and final passage down the throat, and J
presumed lodgment in, the stomach. The salting and
peppering, the nice turning over with the fork, aeemed to
be regarded as a miracle of dexterity. Ill suppressed
Mashallae! were beard Whenever two pieces could be.
pinned -together and made to disappear at the same time,
lusuf was greatly mortified at this annoyance. And told'
unit was not the Arab fkstrjon, bnt that these poof devils
were no better than Kelb, or dogs, and ha<f never seen
Christians eat betore. He took particular pains to assure
us that respectable Arabs, whom be otaimed as his coun¬

trymen, had as much delicacy about looking at people
while eating as any Europeans.

Before reaching the villagc we had an indistinct view
of the columns of the grand Temple of the sun; but it

net until we had approached to Within a few mllee
? hat the whole magnificent pile of rtrini and columns
loothed up In distinct .outline against the slopes of Anti-
Lebaaoix.

It was a soft pleasant evening as we entered the outer
walls, and drew ap ®ur horses before the castle. Like
the Acropolis at Athens, all else seemed nothing compare-!
wiUi the gloribhs temple of the Sun. How grandly It'
towers amid the desolation of ruins 1 rislnjj In all its ma-
jesty frgm the eighty monuments that lie moulderiag
around *, with its yet magnificent columns standing out
ift bold relief again* the mountains; its massive walls
unshaken by tlje tempests of age#, its magte proportions
wrought by human hands, and its ruin by the fsvages of
wer. Looking} upwards through the mass of ruins, the j
rugged outlfeo of the mountains was bathed in the rays
of the setting snn, ftnd the whole heavens glowed with
soft colors. Bar ecrtos the broad wastes of the valley of
Bukaa were miniature islands and solitary trees, reflected
in its surface, and long trains of camels pawing cn their
weary way, aid the hoary peak* of Mount Lebanon tow¬
ering high aMm a*4 ts.-a.-w ;ni *4r¥afc0i> ei
W hi!e \ ueef went ftrto the village M search for quar¬

ters, we rode ground the ruin* more and more, confoanded
with t'u<» vast extent aud elaborate architectural finish of
this magniliomjt pifc». All the aaeociatiowi of the pleoe
contribute to kispire the mind with glnwin*
of the sncient >pl#ng^ of TbtalMc: when those wall, .

rtiassive ^effect; when thoso broketi columns,
prostrate now. ^*d a^w that stand to show'haw great
the wreck has been, had each a place; when those -

sive oornices, so exquisite in their finish, those frie*es
Mi Wjiub, invert fiiu ausli maatcxi; akiU, r«mc4 a

perfect Thele; when the glorious temple of the sun stood
uotou$*^l by the scathing hand 0/ time or the ravages

Jkulbek wm the glory and the pride of As¬
syria.Were the associations that filled the mind as
we gaseq \#j>on this mighty wreck of matter.
Of the flrigm of Baalbek I believe very little is known.

It has been the current belief among the Arabs for many
generatlpmthat the Temple of the Sun and all the jsur-
rounding /edifices were built by genii: and in proof of
this they oint to the immeaee stonf. high up in tU will.,
."$ wVj l*t human power could place them there. The

*ftS 1 built by Solomon; and it is thought by
rsome thai ihi castle was an impregnable fortress, whioh
Solomon c H$d the tower of Lebanon. The Greek# believe
it Jo >e K XMnedia, where SanU Barbara suffered mar¬
tyrdom. iem Belon, a French traveller, who visited
Ba*»>ek inU548, considered It to be the ancient Cesari
Phusppt* w\*re St. Paul makes mention of having been
but the Oeeari Philippines been
* ' M'

iPiipii Soaiel'
ffc*-kowerer, U

1a*#, 31fehao*t ^ _

that Baalbek is the ancient Heliopolia.
I was not disappointed in the ruins of Baalbek, and this

is saying a good deal:" There is very little to be seen in
.the old world that does not produce disappointment; for
I believe any traveller who Is willing to confess the truth
will admit that reading about places of this kind at home
and seeing them with the naked eye are altogether differ¬
ent things. The ruln$ of Baalbek are among the few
lights one sees in the East that will bear the test of scru-
tiny f the mQre they are studied the greater is the admira-

Ltion theyexcite ; and if one cannot go into the sentimen¬
talities of Lwnartiae, he will see enough at least to.afford
both pleasure and wondtr.
Modern Baalbek is totally unworthy the name it bears

I bad imagined it to be Something like Beirut, or in any
event not inferior to Tripoli; but the fact is, it is a miser¬
able village, not much better than the meanest collection
of hovels we had seen on the road. A few scattered and
ruinous stone huts, with flat mud roofs, the walls broken,
and the stones scattered in piles through the narrow and
filthy lanes, two or three dilapidated mosques, nnfl a Greek"
convent constitute nearly all that exists of Baalbek, ex-j
elusive of the ancient temples. Travellers, in consequence
of the difficulty of procuring accommodation in any of the
Mahometan houses, are generally compelled to camp out¬
side, «r seek ftr quarter* in the Greek convent, which is
about as tempting as a comfortable pigsty. The hill-sides
are covered with the rulus of the ancient walls, and the
wholi town is so dilapidate>l that it is difficult to distinguish
the houses from the general wreck* Many portions of the
ancient ruins are built in among the hovels, forming a

cunots melange of the sublime and the ridiculous. In
the m.dst of mud-roofed huts may be seen standing out
in sol.tary relief the remains of a.beautiful Corinthian;
columnand over some miserable doerway the choicest
specimen of a coreice, supported by blocks ofroughstone.
Some of the inhabitants, loath to destroy the work of the
genii, have built their huts around the standing columns,
scattered here and there, so that in projecting through

r the roDf they form a very pretty ornament. Old arches
and gtteways are so paffched up and retaodelled that little
else save the material remains to show their origin. The
principal mosque Is evidently all, or nearly all, rebuilt
from the ruinaof some-ancient edifice ; portions«f it being
.o put together as to destwy all tbe harmtay of the dif¬
ferent parts. : T-believe this is the wofk «f the Turin; it
looks very much as if It was'done'by peoplk who were

ignorant of the difference between a column and a cornice.
ftom,an elevation a little beyond the chief ruins there

is a fine view of the Castle of Baalbek and the Temple of
the Sun. Thes* are the principal objects of interest. I
made a sketch of them, which is now before me ; but I
cannot undertake to describe them. It is a mighty mass

of ruias of walls, of columns, and towers.a picture ol
deaelatien made more desolate by all that survives the ra¬

vage? bf time. The castle, Or palace, is a long rambling
ediBce compose ! of immense walls and mouldering tower?;
parts of. it have probably been rebuilt by the Saracens,
aad some recent patching in white seema to have been
done by the Turks, who evidently hav? a great taste for
putting columns where cornices belong, and patching up
dark old walls composed of immense blocks with little
pieces of white stone about a foot square. The enormous

sice of tome of the blocks of atone in the main walls of
the palace is one of the chief objects of interest Three
of tbeW. iB the wall at the rear of the grand temple,
measure sixty feet each, ami fertn together a surface of a

hundred and eighty feet in length and fifty-foUr in width,
all of solid stone. Considering the distance these have
beea-osmed from the quarry, the height to which they
have been elevated in the wall, it woald seem that the
people M those days must have had some very powerful
mechanical means of overcoming the difficulty,'
We took an Arab bey of the village with us as a guide,

and made a thorough exploration of the ruias. I hove an

imperfect recollection of long subterranean passage*, arch¬
ed aver with tremendous stonea. very dark and full of
niches and queer placcs at the aides, with broken busts of
old kings, and ruined ornaments, and dim flashes of light
through the openings, and a vary strong1 smell of goats ;

aqd this is all I can tell you of the palace. It was, no

doubt, a tfonderful place once, and is yet j but It is hard
te get ail the Uarings of it in a day or two.. There are

hundreds of intricate passages to explore above and bo-
loW; grand old chambers to aee ; stairs of solid marble:
inscriptions in Roman; marble tombs of old kings or em¬

perors ; grand old columns, cornices, and frietes; and
I don't know hew many other things to crowd the brain
with and confuse the memory.
The broken columns on the outside are scattered about

in melancholy profusion. Some of the bsst have been
taken away to ornament the mosque of Sultan Soliman in
Constantinople: but there ia still enough to astonish the
beholder The iXosie and the Corinthian orders of archi¬
tecture are apparent throughout the ruins; the pure and

elegant taste of the Greeks prevailing In some parts, and
the profuse magniheenoe of .the Romans In others; but
always with such an admirable disposition of the parts as

to preserve the tone of harmony, and still afford a pleas¬
ing variety,"

The entrance Into the Temple of the 8un is one of the
grandest thinga imaginable. It is almost incredible the
amount of labor bestowed upon thia single part; the cu-

rk>u« carving, fee botao.relievoa. the intricacy and inge¬
nuity of design, and the wonderftil delicacy of finish.
Over heftd is an immense block of stone displaced by some

convulfcioa cf nature, and it hangs by a few inches on

each side, forming a remarkable feature in the ruia. The
carving i-> minute and beautlfbl, the eagle and the cupids
are universally admired. Chief of all, however, ia the
frontispiece, consisting of an. immense cumber of figures
jn basso-relievo, representing the mysteries and aacrificea
of 1'sgaaieaa, There i* a mass of men and animals, in
most I aganistic confusion, very well executed and vyy
strangely designed. Within the walls of the sacred tem¬

ple are niches where stood in former times fetaiuary, and
some beautiful specimens of friezes and other decorations.
Is order to get on top we were obliged to creep into a lit¬
tle holo near the grand entrance, and ascend by a circu¬
lar stairway. From the top of ^he Temple of the Sun we

had an imposing view of the ruins that lie in confused
masses around. It is in. every respect a scene of utter
and hopeless desolation. I could not but. think with a

melancholy interest of the difference between what I now
saw and.what stood th'ire l^Sntnrle? past, when tho?e
n^nedwall* eaaotrcled the pride of Assyria; when those
parched and arid plains were covered with gardens and
irrjital b; lauutoias »%<! flewio£»tre*nwi aud toe kerns

whose deeds have given a romance to biotory moved in
triumph there amid the swell of music and the homage of
the multitude. Now what yrns it? a desert of barren
wastes, and a city of crumbling walls, battered and time-
worn oastles, and broken eolurane.-a ruin amid ruins.
Camels were browsing laxity on the stunted pushes near

the ruins, and groups of Arabs sat smoking on the broken
columns; goats ran bleating in and out of the palace
chambers, and the pturtlsd croirs flew from their nests as
we approached. It was ruin every where; the spirit of
desolation hung over all, and proclaimed that time feeds
obliviou with decay of thtag*-

While we were looking at the ruin*, Yusef came ba«k
from the village, which is a tittle way off on the slope of
the hill, with news that he had found a lodging place for
uaat the house of hie nieee. By this time we begwi to
have a suspWon of Yusef» nieees, he had so many all
over Syria. At Bjitrovn he had nieces, at Tripoli and
Ahedqu he Jw4 nieoes, and now berewee anotherM
[tot, aadaU^stsy^eet ^ert ef it wts that tbey*»e*e efi

iOkm*
ti

^tone ttv^, tether*Wore dwwt^aoWof hovel then most
of those in the hifgWSorhbcSL. If wm, In truth, a very
respectable little efctne-box covered over witji mud, with a
place for fire in one corner, and a great many little pock¬
ets in the walls all round, where there were stowed onions,
tobacco, and sundry small notions for pleasure and sus¬
tenance. The host was an Arab of the eouatry* a very
good sort of fellow, who seemed to have but two objects
in life to accomplish.one to see that his wife kept her
face covered, and the other to keep the roof of his house
from leaking: 1 hardly know which troubled Un the
most. The wife was a pretty buxom young woman, with
fine black eyes and a beautiful mouth, which she took
every opportunity to display, in spite of the vigilance of
our host, who was constantly on the watch, when he was
not on the top of the house. He kept a round stone.a
piece of an old pillar found among the ruins.which he
was almost continually rolling over the top of the house ;
sometimes he would roll it for an hour, and then come
down and look after hi« wife and smoke his cfcibeuk ; but
the presentiment was evidently uppermost in his mind
that it would rain some timj or other, a*d to work be
would go again, hopping all over the roof with one foot
while he kept the stone in motion with the other. The
poor felloW was actually a victim to conjugal felicity.

In travelling through Syria, as in other parts of the
world, I always carried my flute with me to relieve the
lonely hours at night and excite a social feeling among
the natives. I had fluted my way, after the the fashion
of Geldsmith, through many a difficulty; and now I
.resolved to eee what the magic .of music would do in re-

l moving the prejudices of the Arabs. As soon as it was

dark we had a good fire lit in the comer, and, pulling off
our shoes, as custom required, we spread our mats close
by, and sat down cosily to enjoy the cheerfal blase, my
friends (the Southerner and the English Captain) smok¬
ing their chibouks, while I brought forth my knapeack
and commenced putting the pieces of my flute together.
The Arabs, who had begun to crowd in, were greatly in¬
terested in the straffgis IhStifuiKnTTGat. i was getting un¬

der way : and Yusef, who was rather preud of his supe¬
rior civilization, sat by enjoying..their remarks and giving
us a running interpretation. Some thought H was a soft
of pistol, wHU a large tou^li hole; but thie notion wa*
ridiculed by the more knotting ones, *h» said Itwas plain
enough to see that it waa *> dew-fashioned, pipe, and that
thej would soon see me put the bowl so it. ea£ begia to
¦moke. At last I got all the pieces adjusted, and, com¬

manding silence by a mysterious motion of the hand, com¬
menced playing that classical air of "OW Zip Coon,
which I dare say never wa# heard before among the ruins
of Baalbek. There was the most breathless attention on

all sides, interrupted only by suppressed exclamations of
tahtb i takib! (good! good 1) whenever I.blew a very shrill
or false note ; and soon the women and children from the
neighboring houses began to crowd in, and there was gra»
dually a large circle formed around the room, the aadi-
ence squatting down in rows, till there was scarcely space
enough left to breathe. I blew away with all my might,
for net only was I excited by the success of my experi¬
ment, but rather inspired by the music I waa making,
whioh I assure yon was not bad. The familiar airs of
home made me sentimental, and I merged into the doleful
air of *' Give me back my heart again; oh 1 give it back
again!" which was a miserable failure; not a damsel seem¬

ed disposed to listen to it. They commenced, in the very
middle of the most pathetic strain, to call for the first
tune: so I had to return to "CHd Zip Coon." When 1 had
concluded, there was no end to th* tahiht: Mr. Coon wns

a decided hit. In order to vary the entertainment, silence
was commanded again, and Yusef was desired to explain
that there would be a song: that it wns a aong of an old
black gentleman who lived in America, who was a Pasha
among the blacks that he was called Uncle fled because
he was so venerable, and. being very old, the hair nil fell
ont of his head, and there wae no hair at nil in the plaee
where the hair ought to grow; that be hadn t any eyes to
see with,,and, consequently, was as blind as a post, or a

stone wall, or any thing else that is supposed to be de-
ficiept in eyes; that neither had he teeth to eat bseed
with, and he had to let the breed alone and eat something
else ; that his fingers were as long as canes in the brake,
which was about an average of sixteen feet; and, eventu¬

ally, that one day when he was out in the field, n horrible
monger caUed Grim Death came along and caught him
by the heel and carried him away, and he was never heart!
of any more except in this song, which was written in
commemoration of all these facts. Thereupon, having
excited the most profound interest in the history of Uncle
Ned, I launched forth into the serg. keeping ae near the
tune as possible, and going through ell the motions de¬

scriptive ef the baldness of his head, the absence of hi*
teeth, and tue length of his fingers. At length, when I
arrived at the final oatnstroplie, where Grim Death seiies
the old gentleman by the heel. I made a sudden motion at
the be#l of our worthy host, who was sitting near by,
completely upsetting him with fright, and causing a laugh
from the audience that seemed as if it wou.d never come

to an end. It was the best hit ef the eveoing, nnd com¬

pletely removed all constraint
The women had gradually uncovered their faces, and

the men were in such a good liumot that they paid no at¬
tention to it; and we were all as jovial as possible.show¬
ing that people all ever the world are pretty much the
sait* by nafnre. and that there ere few races so barborou*
as not to be moved by music and a spirit of sociability. I
never foun J it to fail any where; and never knew an In¬
stance of any advance being mad* in e hearty off-hand
way. where it was net returned even more cordially.
from the fact perhaps tliet It is so rarely done by travel¬
lers. But my triumph was of short duration! Yusef be¬
came inspired by the bright eyes of the Arab damsels,
and sooa carried away all my laurels. Standing forth in
the centre of the roem he addressed the audinnce in the
most Impressive manner.stating that with their permis¬
sion he would perform the celebrated da^ce of his country,
called theRAAa, for which it was necessary that he should
have a spaoe cleared in the middle of the door. This
proposition Wae greeted by * general muftwir of appro¬
bation. A space was soon cleared, the andlence crowding
baqk on top of eaoh other against the walls, but all ift tbe
most perfect flood humor. Yusef now began to unwind
himself; He waa in his ohototxt Arab oosSume, and fairly
dMfted Witt armor Hlrf- s**h was almost interminable
Fropcesco, the boy, pulled for five minatos, unwinding
him all Q>e time, as a spool ef cotton on end might be
unwound; and when the armor was all taken off and the
[puk go Yuncf tailed Ui hia sword, gad etwi

ready for the dance. Never was there such a sensation
among the damsels of Baalbeck. He was the very cm of
an Arab beau, whose attractions and accomplishment*
were not to be resisted by Tain and foolish woman. Poising
his sword in the air, he oailed for music, and the music
struck up.your humble servant being the musician-
Whi*! went the sword through the air, cutting and slash¬
ing in all directions.; up cuts and down thrusts within an

inch of the retreating noses of the audience, who were
now tumbled over in regular heaps. The women could
source suppress their screams; the men cried Tahib t
Tahib! and Yusef cut away in a perfect phretuy, till the ,t
first part of the performance, commencing with the sword
exercise, was concluded. He then began in good earnest
the dance of the Raas; gradually aifirst, with a tremulous
motion of one side and a convulsive quivering of the other
that seemed quite miraculous. I really began to think
tb* fellow would go to pieces. His right leg keptrunning
all round in a circls, whije bis right shoulder and arm -

dLaued a jig ; the who* of hia left side kept rising and £
(atlas cowrulswly, andhM M|*0,ke(i^{£"2^

r>®ad ra*uiw inde-p2lii5i^SBwrwe6erT JEPWe left aide wosM.I 1*4 tke back WftggM Into tfce
most eonvulsive motioni andlusef looked Jd*m much
like one of the figures in a shew, woAed by wires, as any
thing I ever'eaw, only* good ^eal more wiry. Some ol
the motion* in this pert of the dance were so ludicrous
that the music had to stop suddenly fbr want of breath ;
but the ilance nent on to the clapping of hands kept up
by the Arabs- The eooeludiag po?i of the performance
consisted o£dancing, ftghtutgr aadicwe-maldng altogether.
The jeered is thrown, the sword whirled over the head,
hundred of fbes stain, skulls split open, and terrible
wounds received in the heroic attempt to cany ajray the
daughter of ft Grand- Sultan,, who seem to he surrounded
by difficulties. At last Yneef is mortally Wounded, and
he begins to fie by throwing lrra head back and getting
very weak in the knees. Every bit of his body is con¬
vulsed with dying tortures; shouidsrs, breast, elbows,
legs and all are writhing horribly; by degrees he drops
on one knee, and* then on the other; and his arms fall
loosely, and his head1 tumbles over on his breast, and he
is about to roll over perfectly dead, when he catches a

glimpse of his lady-l&¥«. Witjb a wild yeU be springs to
his feet again, seiiee his Bword, and lays about him so

desperately that the audience begins to think ft is no joke
at all. It really sfeemed as If Yusef had entirely lost, his
senses ; the perspiration teemed down his face ; he snorted
like a horse, and hi* eyes had something horribly wild
and insane about them. I expected each moment to see
him cut somebody through the skull.knowing it to be a

common piece of entertainment in these outlandish coun¬

tries. But it was only a dying effort, this fit of despera¬
tion ; down he fell on his knees before bis lady-love, gasp¬
ed out the madness of his love with his last breath, and
died like a true lover with his head In her lap. The sen¬
sation was tremendous. ITanda were clapped, Uhibs
shouted from all quarters, and the clatter of astonishment,
admiration, and sympathy from the Arab damsels was

perfectly Overwhelming, flever did 1 feel so out down \p.
all my life; old Zip Coon was completely forgotten In the
torrent of admiration drawn forth by th* performances of
Yusef/ I quietly put the flute in.my knapeack, and tamo
to the conclusion that all triumphs are fleeting, and that
the Raas dance is the greatest dance that ever was in¬

vented. Toura, truly, J. R. B.

FROM **»AcO.
We have already (says the Picayune) mentioned

the notes which have passed between Senor Ramirez,
the Minister of Foreign Relatione, and the Foreign
Ministers, on the subject of. the Avalos tariff. Senor
Ramirez, in his reply, as much *s said that it was
none of their business, and that they tfould do well
to leave Mexioo to manage her own affairs^

^

This
has drawn another note from the Foreign Ministers,
which we translate below :

Mexico, Maxoh 31, 1862.
The undersigned. Envoys Extraordinary and Ministers

Plenipotentiary of tKt UmUtd State*, Great Britain, Spain,
France, and the Minister reeident of /Ww,.have receiv¬
ed the reply which bis excellency the Minister of Foreign
Relations has made to their note erf March 18th, in which
they demand the prompt restoration of the unity of to#
tariff in all the ports of the Mexican Republic. -

"

jji making this demand in the uame of a foreign com¬
merce, menaced witb complete ruin by the fatal inequa¬
lity which the Avalos tariff induces between the mer¬
chants of the North and those of Tampico and Vera Crua,
and in indicating the means which in thtir view would be
the quickest and molt efficacious for remedying the evils
of the existing state of things, the undersigned have not
considered themselves as wishing to intermeddle in the
arrangements of the custom-house regulations; but they
have exercised a right, and fulfilled a duty, in eUlnung
for their respective countrymen the equal applmation or
the law. They will not abandon this right, and tbey will
persist in fulfilling this duty. », ,The undersigned perceived with regret that hi# excel-
lencv Don Jos« Ramirei, instead of examining witfc atten¬
tion the means they have point*! out for e«*piqg from
this abnormal ami ruinons position, contents himself with
avowing the powerleesness of the Federal G^rommtnt
to compel respect for its own laws'.
The undersigned, far from exciting their countrymen to

an extra legal resistance, demand, on the contrary, thai
the law be applied equally to all. " The Government,
says his excellency Bon Jose Ramire*, " would «M.itself
reduced to the painful necessity of enforcing the execu¬
tion of the laws against such foreign merchants as refuse

^
to submit to its decrees." His Excellency forgets that

%resistance on this occasion is by no means directed against
the laws in force in Mexico, but only against ft violation
of those very laws whleh, in regard te customs, guaranty
a togai treatment in every port of the republio, of every
merchant, whether Mexican or foreign.

His excellency Bon Joe* Rftmirea, in protesting his
ively desire to do Justice to the reclamations of the under¬
signed, makes an appeal to their loyalty, as if tbey had
jver been fbund wanting in loyalty. His Excellency is not
gnorant of the contrary, and can to-day. as- heretofore.
:ount on their aid to combat the difficulties which momen¬

tarily threatens the harmony that till now has existed be¬
tween Mexico ami tlieir respective Government But
what can their good will avail if. on the other hand, t
Mexican Government is oorwtantiy paralyied in Its sction
by the resistance or apathy of Congress?
Without entering anew on the discussion, the under¬

signed will only repeat to his Excellency that such a state
of things cannot be prolonged without serious danger to
international relations, without ruin to commercc; and.t
is under the dominion of just fears that the un*
do not hesitate to declare it here, and that they 8,16

cally insist anew on the adoption ot some measure, at the
least provisional, to avert such a result.

..
In their opinion this measure consists simply m auttier-i,t!Tg the fore^n merehants <* Vera Cru. and Tampico to

pay duties conformably to the Avalos tariff, reserving,
however, to the Government the right of exacting the ad¬
ditional duties which may conform to a new general tariff,
wiselv framed and passed by the legislative body.

If, notwithstanding their hopes and wishes, the ami-

cabl* counsel given by th* undersigned has no effect,, if
C«,nCT*sa persisting in its iaaetion, refuses to search outindK- ^prompt and radical remedy, the undersigned3£claiS With regret, that it will be imposetble for them
longer to bear the responsibility of the consequent" nt

the position In which their countrymen engaged in com-

*
The umlcrsigned with pleasure take this occasion of re¬

dwing to his excellency Don Jos.- Ramiret the assurance
>f their distinguished consideration. .

The Monitor says that 8a*ta Ahka haa written a letter
o his partisans declaring that he will furnish them with
io more funda fer revolutionary purposes; that he he*
ilready sent them $150,000. which they have squandered;
hat they have ttasely and villanousHy deceived him : and
hat they are a set of miserable cowards, terrified by tha
i®re mention of Arista's name.

Bishop Hamu*. of the Methodist Episcopal Church, haa


